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Abstract

Omne of the most pressing challenges of the 21% century 15 to address the negative consequences of
climate change. The severity of the problem has given rise to a coordinated global response and as such, has
expanded the domain of diplomacy to address climate related concemns. India has always been the voice of the
developing world in elimote negotiations, This paper examines the evolution and shifls in India’s climate
diplomacy, The paper is divided into three sections, The first section established a conceptual framewark for
the term climate diplomacy. The next section examines the salient features of India’s climate diplomacy since
its inception in the second half of the 20™ century. The final section posits that, since 2014, India has
transitioned from being a reactive participant to an active norm creator in global climate governance. It
therefore examines the major climate-related initiatives undertaken under the leadership of Prime Minister
Marendra Modi, highlighting India’s strategic repositioning as an initiator of climute change related actions
Key Words: Climate Change, Climate Diplomacy, LiFe, Indian Solar Alliance, UNFCCC,

Introduction

Climate chunge hos emerged as one of the most defining challenges of the twenty-first century,
reshaping global politics, development pathways, and diplomatic engagements. As o country highly vulnerable
to climate impacts—ranging from extreme heatwaves and erratic monsoons to sea-level rise and biodiversity
loss—India occupics a critical position in the global climate governance architecture. Over the past three
decades, [ndia’s climate diplomacy has undergone a significant transformation, evelving from a largely
reactive and delensive posture o one charactenzed by constructive engagement, agenda-seiting, and positive
leadership at the international level. In the early phases of global climate negotiations, particularly during the
1990s and early 2000s, India’s approach was primarily shaped by concerns over economic development,
poverty eradication, and equity. India consistently emphasized the principle ol Common bt Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR), arguing that historical emitters in the Global North must bear the primary burden of
mitigation, This stanee, while justified, often positioned India as a coutious actor focused on safeguarding
national interests rather than shaping global solutions. Climate diplomacy during this period was thus
reactive—responding to external pressures while resisting binding commitments perceived as constrainls on
development. However, the landscape of climate diplomacy began to shift markedly in the posi-Paris
Agreement era. Recognizing the interconnectedness of climate action with energy security, economic
resilience, and global stature. India recalibrated its diplomatic strategy. The country moved bevond a narrow
defensive fmmework (o embrace a more proactive and solution-oriented role. Initiatives such as ambitious
Nationally Determined Contributions {NDCs), leadership in renewable energy transitions, and the co-founding
of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) signaled a decisive turn toward positive climate leadership. India’s
evolving climate diplomacy is also closely intertwined with its broader foreign policy vision, including South—
South cooperation, multilateralism, and the aspirtion to be a responsible global power. By championing issues
such as climate finance, technology trunsler, adaptation, and climate justice lor developing countries, India
has sought to bridge the gap between developed and developing nations. Simultancously, domestic policy
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